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July 31, 2018 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

I’m writing to ask for your help. This December, I am going back to Haiti on a mission trip 

with a group from First Baptist Church; we will continue to help build a state-of-the-art hospital 

that is being completely 

funded and constructed 

through volunteer efforts. In 

order to do this, our church 

needs two things: your prayers 

and, if possible, your donation 

to our cause. 

 

Last year, shortly before we 

departed for Haiti, we 

discovered that we would also 

be giving out Christmas 

presents and meals to orphans 

and underprivileged children. 

Seeing their joy as Santa 

handed them each one gift – 

the only present that they 

would receive for Christmas – 

was priceless. So many happy 

children! 1,482, as near as we 

could count!  

 

This year’s mission trip leaves on Dec. 15 and 

returns on Dec. 22. Just like last year, we are 

partnering with the non-profit organization 

Bethesda Evangelical Mission (BEM), run by 

Pastor Lubin Beaucejour. You can learn more 

about BEM at their web site: 

www.BEMHaiti.org. BEM is overseeing the 

Mercy Hospital project and has organized 

multiple trips since 2014. The work on the 

hospital has been proceeding quickly and is 

ahead of schedule. 

 

As you may recall, Haiti was struck by a massive 

7.0 magnitude earthquake in 2010 that 

devastated the country, ripping apart much of 

their infrastructure. Since then Haiti has 

continued to suffer: a cholera outbreak following 

the quake; Hurricane Tomas in 2010; and 

Hurricane Matthew in October 2016, which 

slammed the country with 150-mph winds and 

caused a storm surge of up to 10 feet.  It 



Page 2 of 2 
 

destroyed around 200,000 homes, and wiped out farms and livestock, decimating many locals’ 

sources of food. One of the nation’s hospitals was destroyed, and four were significantly 

damaged. More recently, violent protests broke out after the government instituted a steep fuel 

price increase.  

 

The cost for each person for this second mission trip is $2,000; that includes all travel 

expenditures, as well as some additional funding toward the project itself. A total of 6 to 8 

people will be going from our church & BEM.  

 

All money raised will be used for the mission trip and for funding the construction of 

Mercy Hospital. Checks can be made out to First Baptist Church in Essex, with “hospital in 

Haiti” on the memo line. 

 

Please help us as you are able. I thank you kindly for your prayers and support! 

 

 

 

 

Steven R. Balkau  

 


